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Death are re-examined on the basis of the evidence afforded
by the Winchester estates. The chapters on the Agrarian
Revolution, the Growth of Towns, Fairs and Markets, the
Gild Merchant, and the Craft Gilds, have been expanded on
innumerable points of detail. The chapter on the Woollen
Industry has been considerably enlarged, statistical material
has been utilized, and some account is given of other in-
dustries. In the chapter on Foreign Trade the mechanism
of the export trade is described in a section devoted to the
wool trade. In the last chapter the paragraphs on the
history of the customs have been re-written. Throughout I
have sought to show how far the conclusions advanced in
recent studies can be dovetailed into the picture as a whole;
or I have given reasons for dissent where these conclusions
seem to me untenable.
A feature of the present edition, which I hope may prove
of service, is the Index which has been increased by thirty
pages in order to provide a full analysis of the contents of
the volume.
In the chapter on the Origin of the Manor I have altered
the name ' Manorial School' to * Roman School', in accord-
ance with the suggestion made to me by the late Sir Paul
Vinogradoff.
I have used the term ' Gild System ' to connote the stage
in the evolution of industry where the worker owned both
the instruments of production and the raw material, in
contrast with the ' Domestic System ' where he owned the
instruments but not the material, and the ' Factory System '
where he owned neither the instruments nor the material.
The appropriateness of the term seems justified by the tact
that this stage gave birth to the craft gilds.
I have placed on the title page the words, pel rd